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Helena,  Montana,  December  lU,  1898. 
To  His  Excellencj',  Robert  B.  Smith,  Governor  of  Montana. 

Dear  Sir: — 1  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  biennial  report  ol: 
the  Librarian  of  the  Historical  and  Miscellaneous  Department  of  the  State 
Library,  as  required  by  lav/ 

Its  contents  will  convince  the  most  critical  that  our  Librarian,  by  educa- 
tion, taste  and  wide  experience  is  well  qualified  for  her  position.  That  she 
will  master  the  details  of  the  office  and  successfully  discharge  the  duties  of 
her  trust,  is  evident  from  the  excellent  work  done  in  the  ten  days  of  service. 

When  the  moderate  expense  of  the  Library,  and  its  great  value  to  our 
people  is  considered,  we  earnestly  hope  that  it  may  be  regarded  worthy  of 
your  favorable  recommendation  for  a  generous  support  of  its  modest  requests. 
It  will  be  necessary  to  have,  for  the  year  1899,  $400  for  the  binding  of  the 
State  papers,  $600  for  the  publication  of  a  volume,  "Contributions  to  the 
Historical  Society,"  required  by  Section  2393,  Political  Code,  and  $500  for 
current  expenses,  and  a  like  amtount  for  similar  purposes  for  1900. 

We  heartily  concur  in  the  recommendations  made  by  her,  particularly 
that  with  reference  to  limiting  the  number  of  state  papers  bound  to  an  equal 
number  of  each  political  party,  selected  from  the  leading  cities  and  county 
seats. 

The  thanks  of  the  departm.ent  are  due  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  Lewis  and  Clarke  county  for  giving  it,  free  of  cost,  good  rooms,  heat  and 
light,  in  the  upper  floor  of  the  court  house. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.    B.    HUNDLEY, 

President. 


STATE  LIBRARY. 

Historical  and  Miscellaneous  Department. 


Report  of  Librarian  for  the  Years  1897-98. 


To  the  Honorable  Wm.  B.  Hundley,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  consideration  the  fourth 
biennial  report  of  the  Librarian  of  the  Historical  Department  of  the  Montana 
State  Library  for  the  years  1897-98. 

Having  assumed  the  duties  of  this  office  on  December  1,  1898,  the  Librarian 
was  confronted  vv^ith  the  fact  that  a  report  was  due  in  ten  days.  Owing  to  the 
short  time  given  to  look  over  the  affairs  of  the  Library,  will  explain,  we 
trust,  any  lack  of  desirable  information  as  to  its  condition  at  this  time.  As 
library  work  has  grown  in  recent  years  to  be  a  science,  your  librarian  opened 
at  once  a  correspondence  with  other  librarians  all  over  the  United  States, 
writing  to  each  state  and  territory  such  a  communication  as  would  put  her 
in  touch  with  them.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  say  these  replies  indicate  plainly 
that  Montana  is  quite  in  the  lead  of  the  Pacific  states  and  abreast  with  older 
Eastern  states,  as  to  the  progress  it  has  made  in  the  Historical  Department  of 
Its  Library,  and  that  it  has  a  valuable  collection  of  just  the  kind  of  material 
AVisconsin,  Minnesota,  New  York,  Massachusetts,  California  and  Michigan 
regard  as  suitable  tor  the  use  of  the  student  and  literary  citizens  of  our 
commonwealth.  In  order  to  further  fit  herself  for  the  new  duties  devolving 
upon  her,  your  librarian  began  investigating  the  origin  and  growth  of  such 
institutions,  their  aim,  and  scope  of  work,  as  presented  in  reports  sent  oui 
by  our  U.  S.  Commissioners  of  Education.  It  is  interesting  to  note  the 
beginnings  of  these  very  useful  agents  of  modern  civilization  and  to  study 
the  motives  leading  to  their  organization.  This  investigation  has  proved 
so  interesting  and  helpful  to  her,  she  has  ventured  to  impart  to  you  much 
of  the  knowledge  gained  by  the  research. 

STATE  LIBRARIES. 
The  existence  of  libraries  at  the  seat  of  government  in  ancient  and  modern 
times,  is  a  fact  so  common  as  to  indicate  that  there  are  reasons  pei'manently 
operating  which  lead  to  their  establishment.  Beginning  with  the  libraries  of 
the  Kings  of  Assyria,  carved  on  stone  or  clay,  or  of  the  Ptolemies  at  Alex- 
andria, written  on  papyrus  or  parchment,  we  may  trace  government  libraries 
forward  through  Constantinople  and  Rome,  till  we  find  them  fiourishing  as 
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one  of  the  chief  glories  of  the  capitals  of  modern  Europe.  The  examples  ot 
the  Old  World  could  not  be  rapidly  followed  in  the  New.  In  America,  under 
the  administration  of  foreign  governors,  ruling  over  colonies  in  the  spirit 
of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  there  was  little  to  favor  the 
growth  of  libraries  in  connection  with  the  government.  In  the  British  North 
American  colonies,  it  was  not  till  after  the  Revolution,  and  more  than  thirty 
years  after  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  any 
general  tendency  was  manifested  to  establish  libraries  as  a  constituent  pai't 
of  the  state  system.  There  were  indeed  in  the  older  states  collections  of  the 
laws  and  legislative  proceedings  of  the  state,  preservd  in  one  or  two  legisla- 
tive libraries,  for  which  librarians  were  chosen  each  session,  and  intended 
solely  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  legislature.  There  were  also  the 
offices  of  the  governors  and  of  the  heads  of  departments,  books  purchased 
on  account  of  temporary  official  necessities  or  which  had  been  presented  by 
sister  states  or  foreign  governments  or  individuals,  which  having  accumu- 
lated, waited  for  some  special  care  to  be  exercised  to  render  them  available 
for  public  use. 

These  collections  became  most  naturally  the  foundation  upon  which  to 
organize  state  libraries;  yet  other  causes  to  which  we  shall  presently  refer 
operated  to  give  a  definite  impulse  to  the  measure.  As  to  the  fact  that  such 
collections  existed,  the  records  of  Pennsylvania  show  that  there  was  a 
library  at  its  capital  as  early  as  1777,  and  resolutions  respecting  it  were 
passed  in  1781.  New  Hampshire  also  has  claims  to  the  possession  of  one 
before  the  Revolution.  Probably  when  the  records  of  the  older  states  come 
to  be  examined  with  this  point  in  a  lew,  each  of  them  will  be  able  to  supplj^ 
documentary  evidence  of  the  early  existence  of  such  collections,  which  were 
occasionally  referred  to  as  the  library  of  the  state.  That  of  Pennsylvania 
was  not  formally  established  till  1816,  when  three  libraries  of  the  state  house 
were  by  a  law  incorporated  into  one;  nor  was  the  library  of  New  Hampshire 
organized  till  1818.  Tennessee,  a  comparatively  new  state,  is  reported  to  have 
had  a  library  of  eight  thousand  volumes  at  its  capital,  without  any  evidence 
to  show  that  it  had  been  created  by  law;  for  it  was  not  till  1854  that  its  legis- 
lature voted  to  establish  a  state  library.  Vermont,  in  providing  for  a  libra- 
rian in  1825,  required  him  to  take  charge  of  all  the  books  and  documents  then 
existing  in  the  state  house.  These  instances  are  sufficient  to  illustrate  the 
fact  of  the  accumulation  of  books  at  the  capitals  previous  to  the  definite 
organization  of  the  state  library. 

.  The  most  noticeable  of  the  causes  which  led  to  their  formation  was  a 
resolution  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts  in  1811,  requesting  its  Secretary  of 
State  to  correspond  with  the  proper  officers  of  the  several  states  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  an  annual  exchange  of  statutes  for  the  use  of  the  executive 
and  legislative  departments,  and  to  offer  three  sets  to  each  of  the  states  that 
should  agree  to  forward  their  statutes  in  return.  The  proposition  was  favor- 
ably received,  and  there  commenced  the  system  of  exchanges  now  existing 
between  the  states  which  created  the  foundation  of  state  libraries.  Yet  it 
was  not  till   1826  that  even   Massachusetts  established   a  state   library  "for 
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the  use  of  the  legislature."  The  act  required  the  collection  from  the  public 
offices  into  one  place,  and  the  purchase  of  "such  books,  maps  and  charts, 
works  of  science  and  the  arts  as  may  tend  to  illustrate  the  resources  and 
means  of  internal  improvement  of  the  Commonwealth,  or  of  the  United 
States."  The  plan  of  Massachusetts  was  forwarded  and  a  further  impetus 
given  by  a  law  of  Congress  of  December  27,  1813,  ordering  one  copy  of  each 
of  the  journals  and  documents  of  Congress  to  be  given  to  the  executive 
department  of  each  state.  South  Carolina  had  a  legislative  library  in  1814. 
New  York  established  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  government  and  of  the 
people  of  the  state,  and  it  has  since  that  time  continued,  annually,  to  make 
appropriations  for  its  enlargement.  Ohio  owed  the  creation  of  its  library, 
in  the  same  year  vith  that  of  New  York,  to  the  action  of  Governor  Worth- 
ington,  who  purchrsed,  in  1817,  in  Philadelphia,  with  the  money  of  the  con- 
tingent fund,  a  lar.':e  number  of  books,  and  on  his  recommendation  the  next 
legislature  organized  a  library.  The  period  from  1816  to  1819  included  the 
organization  of  five  state  libraries — in  Illinois,  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania — the  whole  number  of  states  being  twenty-two.  Be- 
tween 1824  and  1829,  seven  libraries  were  erected— -in  Indiana,  Massachusetts, 
Maryland,  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Vermont  and  Virginia — with  twenty-four 
states  in  the  Union.     From  1836  to  1840  eight  states  libraries  were  established. 

No  period  has  been  so  remarkable  for  the  increase  of  state  libraries  and 
the  number  of  books  in  them.,  as  that  of  the  last  twenty-five  years.  During 
this  time,  one  state  after  another  has  adopted  the  policy,  until  at  the  present 
moment  there  is  such  a  library''  in  every  state  and  territory.  The  territories 
organized  within  the  last  thirty  years  have  been  provided  on  their  organiza- 
tion with  such  libraries.  Congress  appropriated  five  thousand  dollars  in 
1836  for  the  purchase  of  a  library  for  Wisconsin  Territory  for  the  use  of  the 
legislature  and  the  supreme  court.  The  Territory  of  Oregon  had  an  appro- 
pi  iation  from  Congress  in  1848,  of  like  amount,  for  the  same  purpose.  In 
1850  New  Mexico  received  an  appropriation  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  in 
1854  five  hundred  dollars  additional  for  her  territorial  library,  which  in  1855 
rumbered  about  two  thousand  ^olumes,  comprising  the  standard  text  books 
on  the  various  branches  of  common  and  civil  law  and  equity,  the  reports 
of  the  United  States  and  the  state  courts  and  the  codes  of  the  several  states 
and  territories,  besides  a  number  of  congressional  documents.  The  library 
then  contained  the  manuscript  records  of  the  Territory,  dating  back  more 
t',an  three  hundred  years.  This  collection  of  records  is  probably  the  oldest  in 
the  United  States.  Indeed,  it  came  to  be  the  rule  to  appropriate  in  the  act 
organizing  a  territorial  government  funds  for  the  purchase  of  a  library,  it 
was  a  recognition  by  the  most  enlightened  body  in  the  nation,  of  the  value 
and  necessity  of  a  library,  for  the  welfare  of  new  communities,  that  they 
might  be  developed  and  sustained  under  wise  laws. 

With  the  accumulation  of  books  at  the  capitols  and  state  houses,  as  a 
r'oult  of  iheir  interchanges  of  statutes  and  journals  of  the  legislatures,  the 
necessitj''  of  a  library  organization  for  their  control  was  still  further  im  ■ 
pressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  legislators  bj^  the  resolutions  of  South  Caro- 
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lina  in  1844,  which  were  communicated  to  the  state,  proposing  an  addi- 
tional exchange — that  of  the  reports  of  the  judicial  decisions  of  each  state. 
The  proposition  has  been  accepted  by  all  the  states. 

Among  the  causes  operating  to  stimulate  the  development  of  state  libra- 
ries, the  disinterested  and  zealous  exertions  of  Alexandre  Vattemave,  ol 
France,  should  not  be  overlooked.  His  addresses  and  appeals,  made  per- 
sonally to  the  legislatures  of  many  of  the  states,  in  favor  of  international 
exchanges  of  state  publications  and  duplicate  works  with  the  states'  and 
cities  of  Europe,  awakened  a  hopeful  readiness  to  carry  out  his  plans,  and 
stimulated  measures  for  the  increase  of  state  libraries.  Washington  Irving 
declared  the  scheme  to  be  worthy  of  the  civilization  of  the  age,  especially 
on  account  of  its  tendency  to  germinate  libraries  promptly  and  without  loss. 
Sixteen  states  accepted  the  obligations  and  expenses  of  this  system  of  inter- 
national exchanges,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree. 

The  management  was  conducted  at  Paris,  by  Vattemave,  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1864.  The  plan  did  not  continue  to  be  sustained,  during 
the  whole  of  this  period,  by  all  of  those  states  that  engaged  in  it,  some  of 
them  declining  to  contribute  annually  to  the  necessary  expenses.  This 
abandonment  was  not  merely  because  the  classes  of  books  received  were 
chiefly  in  foreign  languages,  but  because  that,  irrespective  of  their  value,  It 
cost  more  to  bind  them  than  the  whole  sum  the  legislature  was  disposed  to 
allow  annually  for  the  increase  of  their  libraries.  Yet,  as  early  as  1856,  M. 
Vattemave  had  sent  from  France  alone  one  hundred  thousand  volumes,  be- 
sides those  which  he  had  secured  from  other  states  of  Europe,  and  had  re- 
ceived in  return  eighty  thousand  volumes  from  this  country.  The  ex- 
changes carried  on  by  M.  Vattemave  operated  in  many  ways  to  develop  and 
vivify  intellectual  and  sympathetic  relations  between  the  people  of  the  Old 
and  New  World.  Since  his  death,  the  system  has  been  pursued  on  a  more 
efllcient  and  practical  basis  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  which,  through 
its  various  agencies  abroad,  is  very  successfully  facilitating  exchanges,  not 
only  between  states,  but  between  societies  and  individuals. 

OF   WHAT   COMPOSED. 

The  annual  inciease  of  books  in  these  libraries  is  from  three  sources — 
purchase,  exchange  and  gift.  The  funds  for  purchase  are  chiefly  from  the 
annual  appropriations  made  by  the  legislature  of  the  several  states.  There 
is  a  tendency  to  a  moderate  increase  in  the  amount  of  these  appropriations. 
In  the  larger  states  it  averages  from  one  thousand  five  hundred  to  live 
thousand  dollars.  California  gets  seven  thousand  dollars.  Wisconsin  makes 
liberal  appropriations  for  its  Historical  Library,  as  is  shown  by  a  recent 
letter  from  there.  One  report  congratulates  the  legislature  upon  the  number 
of  works  to  be  found  in  the  library  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  agriculturist, 
tlio  merchant,  the  banker  and  the  statesman.  Another  report  says  the  library 
is  specially  designated  to  contain  books  on  legislation,  government,  politics, 
history,  statistics  and  political  economy. 

Another  says,  a  glance  over  the  purchases  will  show  that  the  mechanic'," 
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and  engineer's  call  can  now  be  gratified.  These  state  libraries  are  in  some 
cases  also  museums  of  natural  history  of  the  state  or  section,  and  contain 
the  manufactures,  dresses  and  antiquities  of  the  aborigines.  Others  possess 
portraits  and  busts  of  distinguished  citizens,  with  coins  and  medals.  There 
should  be,  besides  books,  manuscripts  and  maps.  The  last  two  will  be  the 
largest,  of  course,  in  the  oldest  libraries.  Manuscripts  are  constantly  needed 
for  personal  and  town  history.  These  libraries  are  emphatically  "Reference 
I.ibrETries,'  more  particularly  for  the  use  of  heads  of  departments,  officers, 
legislators,  judges,  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  etc.  Information 
is  in  demand  at  all  times  from  state,  county  and  town,  for  maps  and  charts 
on  file  in  these  libraries. 

HISTORICAL  SOCIETIES. 
It  will  readily  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  account  of  the  origin  of  state 
libraries,  that  the  material  gathered  has  been  from  the  first  of  two  distinct 
classes,  or  kinds;  thus  the  way  has  been  prepared  for  the  division  of  state 
collections  into  two  departments,  which  has  been  done  by  a  large  number  of 
states,  that  portion  pertaining  to  the  law  forming  the  law  department,  placed 
in  charge  of  the  supreme  court  The  part  for  valuable  reference,  the  histor- 
ical and  miscellaneous  matter  forming  another  department,  under  the  man- 
agement of  citizens  chosen  for  their  fitness  for  the  duties  devolving  upon 
them.  In  most  of  the  states  historical  societies  sprang  into  existence  at 
about  the  same  time  state  libraries  were  begun.  Not  connected  at  all  were 
these  great  institutions  for  good,  but  a  glance  at  the  dates  of  their  organiza- 
tions show  us  this:  The  master  minds  planning  the  foundations  of  our  several 
governments  builded  wiser  than  they  knew,  far-reaching  are  the  results  of 
their  efforts  to  gather  the  literature  and  art  of  their  day  and  generation  for 
the  use  of  later  generations.  These  historical  societies  for  years  existed  by 
private  contributions,  fees  or  memberships,  but  the  reports  show  that  they 
are  rapidly  being  merged  into  state  organizations,  each  society,  by  vote, 
placing  in  the  hands  of  its  state  all  its  valuable  collections  of  books,  manu- 
scripts, maps,  relics,  curios,  minerals,  fiora,  fauna,  or  whatever  it  may  be, 
to  be  cared  for  at  public  expense.  There  are  letters  on  file  in  our  office, 
received  within  the  past  week,  showing  how  this  is  being  done  even  now,  in 
some  of  the  states  of  our  United  States.  It  was  declared  by  the  first  one  of 
these  historical  societies,  organized  in  1791,  and  afterwards  called  the 
"Massachusetts  Historical  Society,"  that  its  object  was  "to  collect,  preserve 
and  communicate  materials  for  a  complete  history  of  the  country."  No  limi- 
tation or  aim  was  made  in  behalf  of  the  state,  or  of  New  England.  Later,  in 
1804,  the  New  York  Historical,  and  in  1823  the  New  Hampshire  Historical 
societies,  were  organized,  each  "for  the  purpose  of  discovering,  procuring  and 
preserving  whatever  may  relate  to  the  civil,  literary  and  ecclesiastical  history 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  this  state  in  particular."  Pennsylvania  declared 
its  object  to  be  "the  elucidation  of  the  civil  and  literary  history  of  the  state." 
The  principal  means  employed  for  accomplishing  the  object  aimed  at  have  been 
the  establishment  of  libraries,  the  collection  of  manuscripts,  the  forming  ol 
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museums  of  historical  memorials  and  of  the  natural  history  of  the  region, 
and  the  printing  of  historical  documents.  Their  purpose  is  to  collect  and. 
render  accessible  to  the  public  the  materials  for  history;  as  far  back  as  185B 
a  report  shows  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Georgia  made  the  libraries  places 
of  deposit  for  valuable  state  historical  records.  In  addition  to  books  and 
manuscripts,  these  early  histoi'ical  societies  formed  museums,  and  have  sedu- 
lously collected  in  their  halls  memorials  of  their  aborigines,  of  their  arts  ana 
customs,  relics  of  the  prehistoric  races,  and  of  the  founders  and  early  settlers, 
with  portraits  of  distinguished  citizens  and  cabinets  of  coins.  In  these 
respects  they  resemble,  as  far  as  our  circumstances  will  permit,  the  archaeo- 
logical societies  which  exist  in  Great  Britain.  Old  manuscripts  and  rare  books 
are  also  collected  and  preserved,  that  the  poor  student  may  peruse  and  have  a 
chance  to  investigate.  One  writer  shows  how  this  historical  fervor  has  been 
manifested  in  a  remarkable  degree  in  the  Western  States.  The  Minnesota 
society  was  created  by  an  act  of  its  first  territorial  legislature.  These  pioneer 
founders  of  the  Atlantic  states  saw  that  they  had  not  only  to  preserve  the 
memory  of  French  and  early  settlers,  but  that  they  were  in  the  presence  of 
the  monuments  of  departed  races,  though  already  abraded  by  the  hand  of 
time,  were  certain  to  be  more  rapidly  effaced  by  the  hand  of  man.  It  is 
especially  in  those  states  that  the  legislatures  have  encouraged  the  societies 
by  annual  grants  of  money,  free  apartments,  or  as  in  Michigan,  have  pro- 
vided for  the  care  of  the  collections  of  the  state  society  in  the  state  library. 
Several  of  these  libraries,  your  librarian  made  a  personal  inspection  of  two 
years  ago,  and  that  of  Wisconsin,  located  in  the  capitol  building  at  Madison, 
she  will  speak  of  at  length.  It  has  a  gallery  of  paintings,  and  a  cabinet  ol 
curiosities,  antiquities  and  Revolutionary  relics.  The  collections  are  free  to 
the  public  to  inspect.  It  publishes  yearly  volumes  of  reports  and  collections 
to  be  exchanged  with  kindred  organizations.  It  had  over  twenty  years  ago 
three  hundred  manuscripts,  64,000  bound  volumes  and  pamphlets, 
complete  sets  of  leading  periodicals  of  this  country  and  Great  Britain.  Large 
collections  of  American  genealogy.  Of  course  the  specialty  is  the  history  ot 
^Visconsin  and  the  Northwest,  including  Indian  history.  It  has  a  fine  collec- 
tion of  European  history,  however,  and  a  large  collection  of  general  and 
scientific  literature.  It  has  newspapers  and  magazines  bound  from  a  fund 
called  "a  binding  fund,"  which  in  1876  was  $4,000 — now  $5,000.  It  had  then  a 
yearly  income  of  $3,500,  a  grant  from  the  state,  for  the  benefit  of  the  library, 
which  does  not  include  salaries,  stationery  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
which  are  also  paid  by  the  state.  This  is  related,  simply  to  show  how  the 
historical  li^Drary  is  prized  by  neighboring  states.  Of  course,  in  as  large  an 
Institution  as  it  has  grown  to  be,  they  have  to  employ  a  librarian,  an  assistant 
and  a  cabinet  keeper,  all  paid  by  the  state.  We  might  quote  from  many 
other  states,  showing  what  great  value  is  placed  upon  these  institutions 
and  how  they  are  fostered  and  liberally  provided  for  by  the  state  legislature, 
tut  this  one  instance  should  suffice. 


10  FOURTH    BIENNIAL    REPORT    OF    THE 

THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  OF  MONTANA. 
It  has  been  incorporated  since  1865,  Feb.  2 — nearly  thirty-four  years.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  men  who  assumed  the  trust  of  accumu- 
lating information  illustrative  of  the  early  history  of  Montana.  Like  the 
Revolutionary  fathers  of  Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  it  has 
been  their  duty  to  gather  and  preserve  for  future  historians,  valuable  material 
in  the  form  of  diaries,  or  journals,  manuscripts,  records  of  various  kinds. 
Although  they  too  have  relinquished  their  trust  to  the  state,  yet  we  should 
ever  remember  the  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe  to  the  pioneers  of  Montana,  who 
organized,  fostered  and  kept  alive  the  Historical  Society  of  this  state  for 
twenty-six  years,  and  who  in  April.  1891,  turned  over  to  this  new  and  rapidly 
developing  commonwealth  an  excellent  collection  of  books  and  material  such 
as  is  usually  found  in  the  possession  of  an  historical -society.  Its  library  is 
already  in  advance  of  many  similar  ones  in  the  older  states,  but  its  collections 
of  minerals,  flora  and  fauna  and  Indian  relics  (of  which  we  will  speak  later) 
are  not  what  they  should  be. 

VOLUME  III.  "CONTRIBUTIONS  TO   THE   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY." 

It  has  been  a  part  of  the  plan  of  the  founders  of  the  Historical  Society  to 
publish  each  year  (See  Sec.  239.3,  article  4).  as  is  the  custom  with  other  states, 
material  collated  from  the  contributed  manuscripts  and  records  on  hand. 
These  manuscripts  contain  narratives  of  early  events  and  personal  history, 
and  are  precious  beyond  price,  and  out  of  this  contributed  matter,  two  vol- 
umes have  been  published,  ably  edited  by  the  librarians  in  charge  at  the 
time  of  their  publication.  These  books  are  neatly  bound,  of  good  paper — 
excellent  histories,  and  not  expensive,  either,  at  $2.50  per  volume.  It  does  not 
reflect  credit  upon  us  that  of  volume  2  over  700  copies  are  yet  on  hand  of  the 
1,000  published,  although  it  has  been  out  two  years  or  longer.  A  copy 
should  be  in  every  home  in  Montana,  where  books  are  found  at  all,  and  our 
school  children  should  be  familiar  with  its  contents.  It  might  be  an  induce- 
ment to  our  citizens  to  purchase  volume  2  if  they  knew  what  it  contained. 
The  table  of  contents  is  herewith  appended,  with  the  hope  that  gome  sales 
may  be  effected  by  its  perusal.  The  contents  of  the  volume,  which  is  indexed, 
is  as  follows: 

Centennial  Address  on  Montana.     Hon.  William  A.  Clarke. 

Centennial  Address  on  Montana  and  Butte.     Charles  S.  Warren. 

Centennial  Address  on  Madison  County.     Hon.  Henry  N.  Blake. 

Sketch  of  the  Early  History  of  Western  Montana.     Hon  Frank  H.  Woody. 

Centennial  Address  on  Lewis  and  Clarke  County.     Hon.  Cornelius  Hedges. 

Centennial  Address  on  Deer  I^odge  County.     Hon.  Granville  Stuart. 

Sketch  of  Bozeman,  Gallatin  Valley  and  Bozeman  Pass.     Peter  Koch. 

Biographical  Sketch  of  James  H.  Bradley. 

Lieut.  James  H.  Bradley's  Journal  of  the  Campaign  against  the  hostile 
Sioux  in  1876,  under  the  Command  of  General  John  Gibbon. 

Diary  of  Master  of  Transportation  for  Gibbon's  Campaign  of  1876.  Mat- 
thew Carroll. 
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Brief  biography  of  Walter  de  Lacy.     William  F.  Wheeler. 

Leaf  from  the  Diary  of  Hon.  James  Fergus,  18G2-'63. 

Sketch  of  Malcolm  Clarke.     Helen  P.  Clarke. 

Joui-nal  of  S.  G.  Fisher,  Chief  of  Scouts,  of  the  Campaign  against  the  hos- 
tile Nez  Perces  in  1877,  under  the  command  of  General  Oliver  O.  Howard. 

Capture  of  Chief  Joseph  and  the  Nez  Perces  by  Troops  under  the  Com- 
mand of  General  Nelson  A.  Miles  in  1877.     Captain  Henry  Romeyn. 

Life  at  Musselshell  in  1869  and  1S70.     Peter  Koch. 

Accounts  of  Attempts  to  Build  a  Town  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Musselshell 
Eiver.     Lieutenant  James  H.  Bradley. 

Campaign  of  General  Alfred  Sully  against  the  hostile  Sioux  in  1864,  by 
Judge  Nicholas  Hilger. 

General  Sully's  Campaign  of  1864  against  the  hostile  Sioux.  Captain  Na- 
thaniel Pope. 

The  Late  James  Gemmell.     William  F.  Wheeler. 

Trip  from  The  DalleS;  Oregon,  to  Bitter  Root  Valley,  in  1858.  Charles  W. 
I  rush. 

Trip  from  St.  Louis  to  P'ort  Benton  and  the  Deer  Lodge  Valley  and  return 
in  1862.     Diary  of  James  Harkness. 

Francis  L.  Worden,  A  Biography.     Hon.  Wilbur  F.  Sanders. 

The  Legislative  Assemblies  of  the  Territory  of  Montana,  Members  and 
Officers.     James  U.  Sanders. 

Constitutional  Conventions  of  Montana;  Members  and  Officers.  James  U. 
Sanders. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETIES. 
Of  the  first  volume,  twenty-three  copies  remain;  of  the  second  volume, 
over  730  copies  are  on  hand.  The  first  year  of  its  publication,  Mr.  Sanders 
disposed  of,  in  Amadous  ways,  as  his  report  shows,  251  copies.  The  past  two 
years  and  a  half  only  nine  have  been  sold— five  of  volume  1,  four  of  volume  2. 
eight  exchanged  and  five  donated.  A  strenuous  effort  should  be  made  this 
year  ^to  sell  at  least  300  copies,  as  this  is  a  source  of  revenue;  according  to 
section  2389  of  the  code,  it  is  to  be  a  part  of  our  fund  or  income  for  defraying 
expenses  of  the  library.  There  will  be,  by  another  year,  it  is  hoped,  a  larger 
exchange  list,  too,  as  it  is  planned  to  secure  exchanges  from  scientific  and 
historical  societies  all  over  the  world,  thus  the  number  on  hand,  it  may  be 
safely  calculated,  will  be  reduced  one-half.  The  price,  it  seems,  might  be 
reduced  to  $2  per  copy  without  detriment  to  the  cause.  The  manuscript  of  the 
library  has  not  been  increased  since  Mr.  Sanders  retired.  Selections  from 
these  contributions  had  been  made  partly  for  the  third  volume  by  him.  It  is 
suggested  that  when  that  volume  comes  out  it  should  also  contain  reminis- 
cences, or  personal  experiences,  journal  extracts  and  interviews  from  some 
of  the  pioneer  women.  The  silent,  but  potent  factor,  in  the  social  life  and 
growth  of  the  new  community  should  not  be  ignored;  the  courage  displayed, 
the  privations  endured,  the  loyalty  to  husband  and  father;  these  traits  should 
be  held  up  in  the  printed  page  as  Vv'orthy  examples  for  our  youth  to  emulate 
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and  follow.  Correspondence  has  been  opened  wltli  a  number  of  these  noble 
Vvomen  who  crossed  the  plains  in  the  '60's,  and  we  are  sure  some  will  respond 
to  our  request.  This  third  volume  should  contain  maps  of  places  describeu, 
pictures  of  places,  also.  The  "Iowa  Annals,"  a  similar  work  from  that  state, 
abounds  in  these  helps,  and  a  letter  from  Major  Brackett  to  Mr.  Sanders 
three  years  ago  urges  the  use  of  maps  in  our  publications.  It  is  also  sug- 
gested that,  in  print,  paper  and  size,  volume  3  be  made  like  volume  1,  as  the 
cost  is  less. 

ACCESSIONS. 

By  a  glance  at  the  U.  S.  reports,  we  see  these  libraries  obtain  the  annual 
increase  of  books  from  three  sources- -purchase,  exchanges  and  gifts.  The 
funds  for  purchase  are  chiefly  from  the  annual  appropriations  made  by  the 
legislatures  of  the  several  states.  We  have  no  appropriation  especially  for 
that  purpose;  so  our  accessions  by  purchase  must  be  limited  until  the  legis- 
lature changes  its  policy  toward  this  department  of  the  state  library.  We  have 
shown  what  kind  of  books  are  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  people,  or  of 
any  people,  indeed.  It  is  also  contemplated  that  upon  the  shelves  of  historical 
libraries  there  should  be  books  that  cannot  be  found  anywhere  else.  There 
comes  to  our  table  notices  of  very  valuable  books  that  ought  to  be  on  our 
shelves,  but  without  means  to  purchase,  we  are  compelled  to  put  them  aside, 
and  these  are  generally  books  sold  by  subscription  and  cannot  be  purchased 
in  future  years.  A  book  committee  chosen  by  the  chairman,  to  whom  these 
matters  could  be  referred,  would  be  a  wise  step,  we  think.  The  second  source, 
"exchanges."  It  will  be  readily  seen  that  this  is  an  important  part  of  the 
librarian's  duty — to  secure  a  large  exchange  list.  These  exchanges  consist  of 
reports  from  different  bodies  of  men^ — scientific,  historical,  etc.  These  books 
cannot  be  bought,  and  become  scarce  and  rare,  after  a  few  years.  By  gifts, 
cur  library  increases  very  slowly.  We  have  two  valuable  collections — one 
owned  by  Granville  Stuart,  we  hold  in  custody;  the  other,  "The  Henry 
Guthrie  Collection,"  was  given  us;  its  value  lies  in  the  age  of  the  books  and 
the  scarcity  of  the  copies;  it  consists  of  two  classes  of  work — Law  and 
Miscellaneous.  You  will  observe  the  dates  show  that  a  part  of  them  are  over 
two  hundred  years  old,  dating  back  to  1658.  They  are  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation,  considering  their  journeys  about  the   world. 

As  this  list  of  books  has  never  been  published,  we  give  it  now.  The  books 
are  quite  unique  and  rare. 

Commentary  upon  Littleton,  1858-9.     (Old  English.) 

The  Clerk's  Remembrancer.     (Date  effaced.)     (Old  English  ) 

Sellon's  Practice,  1813.     (Old  English.) 

The  Equity  Pleader's  Assistant,  1796.     (Old  English.) 

Burns  on  Insurance,  1801. 

Defense  of  the  Constitutions  of  Government,  by  John  Adams,  1797.  (Old 
English.) 

Selwyn's  Nisi  Prius,  1811. 

Practical  Conveyancing,  1816,  by  Benjamin  Lynde  Oliver. 
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Stubbs'  Circuit  Companion,  date  effaced.     (Old  English.) 

American  Digest,  1813,  by  John  Anthon. 

Digested  Index  to  the  Reported  Decisions  of  the  several  Courts  of  the  Laws 
of  the  U.  S.,  1816,  by  Thomas  Day. 

Jacob's  Conveyancer,  1750.     (Old  English.) 

American  Law  Journal,  1808,  by  John  E.  Hall. 

Lawyer's  Magazine,  date  effaced.     (Old  English.) 

Laws  of  the  U.  S.,  1789. 

Law  Quibbles,  date  effaced.     (Old  English.) 

Read's  Digest,  1801.     (Old  English.) 

Sullivan's  Lectures,  1805. 

Blackstone's  Commentaries,  1807. 

Chitty,  1812. 

Comyn's  Digest,  1793.     (Old  English.) 

Espinasse's  Nisi  Prius,  date  effaced. 

Report  of  the  Trial  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Chase,  1805,  by  Evans.  (Old 
English.) 

The  Study  and  Practice  of  the  Law,  1806. 

Buller's  Nisi  Prius,  date  effaced.     (Old  English.) 

Writ  of  Right  Patent,  date  effaced.     (Old  English.) 

Kelyng's  Reports,  date  effaced.     (Old  English.) 

Law  of  Executors  and  Administrators,  1702.     (Old  English.) 

MISCELLAN  EOUS. 

Belsham's  Essays,  1799. 

Campbell's  Rhetoric,  1808. 

The  Lyceum  of  Ancient  Literature,  Rev.  0.  Belfour,  1809. 

History  of  the  U.  S.  from  1607  to  1808.     David  Ramsey. 

A  View  of  the  Progress  of  Society  in  Europe  from  the  Subversion  of  the 
Roman  Empire  to  the  16th  Century; 

Inquiries  Concerning  the  Intellectual  Powers,  1839.     Abbott. 

Essays,  Philosophical  and  Moral,  1799. 

Potter's  Compend,  1824. 

Elements  of  Euclid,  date  effaced.     (Old  English.) 

French  Work — See  Table  des  Etudes,  date  effaced.     (Studies  in  Nature.) 

Episcopal  Prayer  Book,  1820.     Percy  Place. 

Psalms  of  David,  1804. 

Psalms  and  Hymns  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  1842. 

Practical  Education,  1815.     Maria  Edgeworth. 

Meikle's  Traveller,  1812. 

A  History  of  the  Wars  of  Catilene  and  Jegurtha,  by  Sallust,  1799,  trans- 
lated by  John  Hall. 

There  are  at  present  about  12,000  volumes  in  the  library,  bound  and 
unbound.  Of  this  number  the  larger  part  are  government  documents.  Many 
of  the  states  are  represented  by  journals  and  senate  documents.  Proper 
shelving  and  arrangement  of  these  books  will  make  them  easy  of  access  for 
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reference  and  readily  found  by  the  student  when  desired.  The  librarian  will 
make  herself  perfectly  familiar  during  the  winter  with  the  books  and  their 
contents,  and  will  gladly  aid  the  visitor  in  procuring  the  needed  information. 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  in  a  library  of  this  kind  (for  reference  only)  that 
the  librarian  should  take  the  place  of  a  catalogue — in  other  words,  should  be 
a  live  catalogue.  There  is  no  way  by  which  a  knowledge  may  be  obtained, 
as  to  the  increase  of  the  number  of  volumes  since  April  1,  1897;  we  simply 
roughly  estimate  the  number  now  on  hand  and  give  a  classification  of  them. 
An  accession  book  should  be  procured  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  accurate 
and  systematic  account  of  the  additions  to  the  library.  At  a  cost  of  $5  this 
book  can  be  secured,  and  it  is  indispensable  to  a  well-regulated  library.  As 
this  is  a  reference  library,  good  use  can  be  made  of  it  by  citizens  over  the 
state,  if  they  will  communicate  with  the  librarian,  making  known  the 
desired  data  or  information  wanted  upon  a  given  topic.  Editors,  writers  tor 
literary  clubs,  reading'  circles,  debating  societies  and  kindred  organizations, 
as  well  as  the  citizen  at  home,  the  pupil  in  school,  the  teacher— all  classes, 
should  write  to  this  institution.  The  books  are  yours,  the  librarian  is  a 
pi;blic  servant  placed  here  to  do  your  bidding,  and  through  her  you  can  make 
almost  as  good  use  of  the  library  as  though  you  had  the  books  in  your  own 
homes. 

BULLETINS. 
Bulletins  should  be  sent  out  to  high  school  teachers,  particularly,  notifying 
them  of  the  rich  historical  works  here  for  the  student  of  U.  S.  History  to 
examine.     Among  these  are  Michigan's  27  volumes  of  "History  of  Pioneers," 
'Massachusetts  History,"  "The  War  of  the  Rebellion,"  50  volumes;  this  latter 
work  is  exceedingly  valuable  and  includes  Federal  and  Confederate  official 
papers.     There  are  histories  from  nearly  all  of  the  states  and  territories,  with 
which  to  augment  the  knowledge  obtained  from  their  text  book  used,  whether 
it  be  a  history  or  geography.     The  same  may  be  said  of  the  sciences.     Let  the 
children  and  teachers  feel  that  we  are  coadjutors  of  theirs;  we  are  a  part  of 
the  school  system  in  a  broad  sense,  and  should  be  a  powerful  factor  in  the 
education  of  our  youth.    As  has  been  stated  at  the  beginning,  Montana  Histo- 
rical Library  is  in  the  lead;   but  the  law  calls  for  more  than  this,  and  we 
think  a  very  important  avenue  for  delightful  instruction  to  the  young  has 
been  neglected. 

THE  FLORA,  FAUNA,  MINERALS,  ETC. 
The  fauna  of  this  region  is  very  rapidly  disappearing,  with  nothing  as  yet 
in  the  possession  of  the  society  to  meet  the  requirements  of  section  2393,  under 
duties  of  librarian,  and  it  is  feared  this  cannot  be  done  without  means  to 
purchase  the  specimens  owned  by  private  individuals.  It  says  in  article  2, 
"He  shall  also  procure  specimens  of  the  metals  and  minerals,  of  the  flora 
and  fauna  of  the  state,  together  with  natural  curiosities  and  antiquities,  pre- 
serving, designating  and  displaying  the  same,  etc."  In  order  to  make  a 
beginning  in  these  divisions  of  the  library,  some  fifty  letters  were  written 
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to  leading  mine  owners  of  gold,  silver,  copper,  marble,  asbestos,  coal  and 
granite,  and  have  received  four  kind  responses — one  from  Hon.  VV.  A.  Clark, 
of  Butte;  another  from  Hon.  Henry  Knippenberg,  of  Glendale;  and  also  from. 
Mr.  Henry  Elling  and  Mr.  Esler,  offering  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  in  the 
letter,  namely:  to  give  us  a  cabinet  filled  with  specimens  from  their  mines. 
These  cabinets  we  will  have  as  soon  as  the  gentlemen  can  get  them  ready. 
Letters  have  come  to  us  recently  from  State  Librarians,  asking  for  the  ex- 
change of  valuable  books  for  specimens  of  our  minerals,  Indian  relics,  flora 
and  fauna,  of  which  we  are  thought  to  have  a  large  collection,  as  we  should 
have.  It  would  be  amusing,  if  it  were  not  a  shame,  that  although  we  have 
one  of  the  best  libraries  in  the  west,  yet  we  have  not  a  single  specimen  of  the 
materials  in  which  our  state  abounds,  or  has  abounded  in  the  past.  Fine 
collections  which  our  worthy  citizens  would  be  glad  to  sell  at  mere  cost  to 
the  state,  are  passed  by,  and  these  prize  specimens  shipped  east  or  south,  to 
those  states  that  appreciate  such  stores  of  wealth  and  scientific  value.  There 
are  at  the  present  time  the  following  collections  for  sale,  of  which  your  libra- 
rian has  knowledge,  and  which  should  certainly  be  the  property  qf  the  state 
before  another  year:  S.  K.  Davis,  Helena,  cabinet  of  minerals;  Frank  Leon- 
ard, Libby,  cabinet  of  minerals;  Mrs.  Vining  Cook,  of  Boulder,  collection  of 
fauna.  Lewis  King,  of  Anaconda,  has  a  splendid  collection  of  Indian  relics, 
fine  buffalo,  etc.  A  large  exhibit  of  fauna  owned  by  parties  in  Livingston. 
Our  own  Helena  taxidermist  also  has  splendid  specimens  for  sale.  Mrs. 
K.  M.  Fitch,  of  Sheridan,  has  twenty-four  choice  specimens  of  flora,  scien- 
tifically mounted  and  labeled,  for  which  she  received  a  diploma  from  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition;  she  might  be  induced  to  part  with  them. 
Mrs.  Clinton  Moore,  of  Butte,  will  no  doubt  assist  in  augmenting  the  Boze- 
mau  College  collection  of  the  Rocky  JVIoimtain  plants.  Letters  were  alsO' 
written  to  the  Board  of  Lady  Managers,  asking  them  to  join  me  in  an  appeal 
to  Bozeman  College,  for  the  collection  of  flora  prepared  in  1893,  for  Chicago. 
A  generous  response  came  from  Mrs.  Rickards  and  Mrs.  Cooper,  stating  the 
college  would  also  give  the  collection  made  by  its  students,  this  last  year. 
A  letter  was  written  to  Mr.  George  Gray,  Sun  River,  for  his  old  map  of 
Montana;  no  response  as  yet.  Have  written  several  other  appeals,  one  for  an 
old  newspaper,  owned  by  a  gentleman  in  Park  county,  who  declined  to  give  it 
up.  One  to  Saco  for  a  moose  head;  no  reply.  My  predecessor,  Mr.  Sanders, 
stated,  as  a  reason  for  recommending  the  sending  out  of  a  person  to  gather 
material,  which  would  otherwise  be  lost,  that  "you  might  write  and  write  and 
write  letters,  but  they  would  not  answer."  This  is  known  now  to  be  a  fact 
by  your  librarian;  stamped  envelopes  have  been  enclosed  in  vain,  if  it  is 
possible  to  get  these  valuable  and  interesting  things  by  such  a  course,  it 
■would  seem  that  it  should  be  done,  for 'the  museum  is  incomplete,  meagre 
and  not  creditable  to  our  state.  The  collection  of  relics  could  be  greatly  en- 
larged by  a  gift  from  each  of  the  many  homes,  having  perhaps  one  or  more 
things,  seen  only  by  the  few  friends  of  a  small  circle,  while  it  would,  if  in 
possession  of  the  library,  become  a  potent  factor  in  the  education  of  the 
many  students  coming  to  its  walls  for  information.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our 
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citizens  will  give  heed  to  the  suggestions  made  by  the  last  librarian,  and  in- 
deed made  in  each  report  issued  from  former  librarians,  "Place  your  relics  in 
the  custody  of  the  Historical  Society." 

We  shall  also  be  glad  to  receive  additions  to  our  collections  of  portraits 
and  pictures  of  places  and  events.  There  should  be  a  collection  of  pictures 
rertaining  to  the  early  history  of  our  schools,  pictures  of  pioneer  teachers, 
school  houses,  and  by  it  should  be  placed  the  exhibit  shown  at  the  World's 
Columbian  Exposition  and  at  Omaha  this  year;  both  of  these  collections  have 
been  asked  for  by  letters  to  Profs.  Klock  and  Young.  When  we  recall  the 
fact  that  this  is  the  only  cabinet  of  a  permanent  public  character  preserved 
for  the  whole  state,  it  is  hoped  that  whatever  is  appropriate,  curious  and  rare 
will  be  sent  to  it  to  be  preserved  and  cared  for.  An  effort  is  being  made  to 
procure  curios  from  Manila  and  the  Philippines.  Letters  have  been  written 
to  many  of  our  soldier  boys,  requesting  them  to  send  things  to  us.  Sergeant 
Asa  Fisk  forwarded  one  article,  as  the  first  installment — an  immense  cigar, 
with  the  startling  inetlligence  that  little  bits  of  tots  smoke  them.  It  is 
nearly  6  1-2  inches  long  and  2  1-2  inches  around  its  widest  part;  we  are  to 
leceive  some  elephant  tusks  from  Mr.  Fisk,  also.  Later  on,  in  future  years, 
this  addition  to  the  museum  will  be  visited  often  and  with  interest  by  those 
studying  "Our  War  with  Spain." 

Laws    Affecting  the  Library. 

For  the  convenience  of  our  friends  at  home,  and  for  the  information  of 
interested  persons  abroad,  we  give  a  copy  of  the  law  of  the  state  pertaining 
to  the  Historical  and  Miscellaneous  Department  of  the  State  Library. 

POLITICAL  CODE. 

Section  2381.  The  State  Library  consists  of  two  separate  departments — 
First,  the  Law  Library;  second,  the  Historical  and  Miscellaneous  Library. 
The  former  is  under  the  control  of  a  Board  of  B^ive  Trustees,  of  which  the 
Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  ex-otticio 
members,  the  Secretary  of  State  and  State  Auditor,  of  which  Board  the  Chief 
Justice  is  President  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  Secretary.  The  latter  shall  be 
under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Five  Trustees,  appointed  by  the  Governor 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  members  of  both  Boards 
shall  serve  without  compensation,  and  the  term  of  those  not  serving  ex- 
officio  shall  be  for  two  years  and  until  their  successors  are  appointed  and 
qualified. 

Section  2382.     The  powers  and  duties  of  said  Boards  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  make  rules  and  regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  law,  for  their 
own  government  and  for  the  government  of  the  libraries  committed  to  their 
care. 

2.  Till  otherwise  provided,  to  rent  suitable  rooms  for  the  libraries  and 
provide  necessary  furniture,  fuel  and  light  for  the  same. 

3.  To  appoint  their  respective  librarians  and  prescribe  their  duties  not 
otherwise  provided  for. 
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4.  To  sell  or  exchange  duplicate  copies  of  books  and  pay  the  money  aris- 
ing therefrom  into  the  library  fund  of  the  department  to  which  it  belongs. 

5.  To  see  that  the  books  and  other  property  of  the  respective  department 
are  in  order  and  repair. 

6.  To  draw  from  the  State  Treasury  at  any  time  when  needed  for  legiti- 
mate and  authorized  expenses  any  moneys  belonging  to  the  fund  of  theii 
respective  departments. 

7.  To  report  to  the  Governor  biennially  a  statement  of  all  important 
transactions  Afrith  suggestions  of  what  they  deem  necessary  for  the  in- 
creased utility  of  their  respective  departments. 

Section  2384.     It  is  the  duty  of  the  librarian  of  each  department: 

1.  To  be  in  attendance  at  the  librarj'^  during  office  hours. 

2.  To  purchase,  under  the  direction  of  the  trustees,  all  books,  maps,  en- 
gravings, paintings,  furniture  and  supplies  for  the  libraries. 

3.  To  number  and  stamp  all  books,  maps,  papers  and  pamphlets  belonging 
to  the  library  and  keep  a  catalogue  thei-eof,  and,  as  the  means  are  provided 
therefor,  to  have  the  same  printed  and  distributed,  under  the  direction  of 
the  trustees. 

4.  To  have  bound  all  books,  pamphlets  and  papers  when  directed  thereto. 

5.  To  keep  a  register  of  all  books  and  property  belonging  to  the  libraries, 
the-  additions  made  each  year  and  the  cost  thereof. 

6.  To  keep  a  register  of  all  books  or  other  property  taken  from  the  library 
under  the  authority  of  the  Trustees. 

7.  To  establish  and  maintain  a  system  of  domestic  and  foreign  exchange 
of  books,  maps  or  other  publications  and  to  obtain  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  such  numbers  of  all  state  publications  as  may  be  needed  to  supply  the 
demands  of  the  system  established. 

Section  2385.  All  persons  during  library  hours  are  permitted  to  examine 
the  libraries  and  their  contents.  During  sessions  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
the  members  thereof  may  take  books  from  the  libraries  and  state  officials 
may  do  so  at  any  time.  Law  books  may  be  taken  from  the  library  to  the 
court  room  by  an  attorney  and  returned  the  same  day. 

Section  2389.  The  fund  of  the  Law  Library  Department  of  the  State  Li- 
brary consists  of  the  fees  collected  and  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  twenty  per  cent  of  all  fees  paid  into  the  State 
Treasury  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  any  appropriation  specially 
made  for  this  department  by  the  Legislative  Assembly.  The  fund  of  the 
Historical  and  Miscellaneous  Department  of  the  State  Library  consists  of  the 
receipts  from  the  sale  of  any  of  its  publications,  authorized  to  be  sold,  and 
of  any  appropriation  specially  made  in  its  behalf  by  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

Section  2391.  The  annual  salary  of  the  librarian  of  each  department  is 
twelve  hundred  dollars,  payable  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the  State  Treasury. 

Section  2392.  The  Librarian  must  execute  an  official  bond  in  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  approved  by  the  Governor  and  deposited  with  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Section  2393.     In  addition  to  the  duties  prescribed  in  the  foregoing  section 


1:;  FOURTH    BIENNIAL    REPORT    OF    THE 

the  librarian  of  the  Historical  and  Miscellaneous   Department  shall,   under 
the  direction  of  the  Trustees  thereof: 

1.  Procure  by  purchase,  exchange  or  donation,  as  far  as  means  and 
opportunity  allow  all  books,  writings,  letters,  journals  and  narratives  ot 
pioneers,  as  well  as  autographs,  maps  and  charts  illustrative  of  or  relating 
to  the  history  of  Montana  as  a  Territory  or  State. 

2.  He  shall  also  procure  specimens  of  the  metals  and  minerals,  of  the 
flora  and  fauna  of  the  State,  together  with  natural  curiosities  and  antiquities, 
preserving,  designating  and  displaying  the  same  under  rules  prescribed  by 
the  Trustees. 

3.  He  shall  procure  copies  of  all  newspapers  published  in  the  State,  also 
as  far  as  possible  of  all  books,  magazines,  pamphlets,  written  or  published 
in  the  State,  and  have  the  same  suitably  bound  for  reference  and  preserva- 
tion. 

4.  He  shall  each  year  public  a  volume  of  transactions  and  contributions, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  trustees,  who  shall  also  direct  the  distribution 
of  the  same  to  promote  exchanges  and  secure  additions  to  the  library. 

Section  2394.  The  librarian  of  either  department  of  the  State  Library 
is  authorized  to  pay  reasonable  freight,  express  and  mail  charges  upon 
books  or  other  articles  sent  to  the  library  by  the  general,  state  or  foreign 
governments  or  private  parties,  taking  proper  vouchers  therefor,  and  upon 
presentation  of  such  vouchers  to  the  Board  of  Examiners  and  the  allowance 
thereof,  the  same  must  be  paid  out  of  the  State  Treasury  from  the  particular 
library  fund  to  which  they  are  chargeable. 

Section  2395.  All  accounts  for  the  rent  of  library  rooms,  fuel,  light  and 
other  necessaries  ,and  for  the  purchase  and  printing  of  books,  furniture  and 
fixtures,  must  be  made  out  by  the  librarian  and  approved  by  the  State  Board 
of  Examiners  and  paid  out  of  the  State  Treasury  from  the  library  fund  to 
which  they  are  properly  chargeable. 

Section  2396.  There  is  hereby  appropriated  annually  for  the  salary  of  the 
librarian  of  each  department  of  the  State  Library  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred 
dollars,  and  for  the  purchase  and  printing  of  books  and  other  necessary  ex- 
penses the  further  sura  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  each  of  said  depart- 
ments. 

Approved  March  13,  1895. 

In  force  July  1,  1895. 
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EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 
The  expenses  of  the  Historical  Library  during  the  fiscal  year  1897  were  as 
follows: 

Appropriation  1897   $75U.UU 


IN  FAVOR  OF 


Amount 


15051 
15081 
15244 
15412 
15413 
15414 
15415 
15416 
15417 
15418 
15823 
15824 
15825 
16052 
16053 
16220 
16263 
16504 
16505 
16506 
16510 
1683' 
16928 
16929 
16930 
17043 


1897 
Mar.23|Northern    Pacific   Exp.    Co. 

31|Helena  Book  &  Sta.  Co 

Apr.  14|L.  G.  Lippincott  


23 


24 


July  21 
Aug.  17 
Sep.  22 

Oct. 


State  Pub.   Co. 

L.   G.    Lippincott 

Helena  Book  &  Sta.  Co 

Nortliern   Pacific   Exp.    Co. 

^V.  E.  Sanders   

Benson,  Carpenter  &  Co 

Taylor  Photo.  Studio 

June23|State  Pub.  Co 

Helena  Book  &  Sta.  Co 

Northern   Pacific   Exp.    Co. 

State  Pub.   Co 

Northern   Pacific  Exp.   Co. 

John  C.  Ciirtin,  P.  M 

Benson,  Carpenter  &  Co... 

W.   S.   Van  Orsdal 

W.   A.  Corbley  

T.  H.  Clewell 

Helena  Book  &  Sta.   Co.... 

23|J.  R.  Oglesby  

Nov.l6|L.  G.  Lippincott   

I  Library  Bureau  

I  Arthur  P.  Curtin  

29lSands   Bros 


12. 


$425.96 


Charges  paid. 

Frames. 

Postage. 

Record. 

Books. 

Typewriter  ribbon. 

Charges  paid. 

Boolis. 

Transfer. 

Frames. 

Printing  supplies. 

Supplies. 

Charges  paid. 

Printing  supplies. 

Charges  paid. 

Postage. 

Transfer. 

Transfer. 

■Merchandise. 

Merchandise. 

Merchandise. 

Drayage. 

Globe  filing. 

Books. 

Cabinet. 

Carpet. 
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Expenses  during  the  year  1898  were  as  follows: 
Appropriation  1898 


.?750.00 


3o 


17139 

17180 
17181 
17187 
17326 

17659 
17718 
17934 
18196 
18413 
18711 
18971 
18972 
18973 
18974 
19162 
19163 
19366 
19384 
19576 
20023 


Date. 


IN  FAVOR  OF 


1897 
Dec.  14  L,.  G.   Lippineott 

P.  O.  News  Stand 

Northern  Pacific  Exp.  Co 
State  Pub.   Co 

24  D.  H.  Hamilton 
1898 

Feb.  24  Helena  Book  &  Sta.  Co 

25  Napoleon  Monroe 
Mar. 22  Helena  Book  &  Sta.  Co 

Apr.  lS|Tndependent    Pub.    Co 

MavlS|New  York  Dry  Goods  Co.. 

Jun.  22|E.   W.   Fi.ske 

July  20  Helena  Steam   Car.   CI.   Co. 

H.   S.   Blanchard   .* 

Benson.  Carpenter  &  Co 

W.  A.  Corbley  

Aug. 17  Great  Northern  Exp.  Co... 

Butte  Free  Public  Librarv 
Sep.  21  R.  L.  Polk  &  Co 

|T.   H.  Clewell 

Oct.  11|D.  H.  Hamilton 

Nov.30|D.  H.  Hamilton  

Total   for  two  years 


461, 
10. 

9. 

1. 
4. 
1. 
6. 
93. 
5. 
5. 


$659.12 


$1,085.08 


Account  of 


Postage. 

Stationery. 

Expressage. 

Printing  and  supplies. 

Postage. 

Stationery. 

Drayage. 

Stationery. 

Supplies. 

Shades. 

Book  ca.se. 

Cleaning  carpet. 

Stationery. 

Transfer. 

Locks. 

Expressage. 

Catalogue  cards. 

City  directory. 

Stationery. 

Postage. 

Postage. 
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EXPENSE  ACCOUNT. 
At  the  time  the  books  were  turned  over  by  Mr.  Sanders  there  was  a  deposit 
at  the  Merchant's  National  Bank  of  $4.44.  Your  librarian  has  arranged  with 
the  receiver  of  that  bank  to  procure  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks  the 
50  per  cent,  due  us,  which  will  be  S2.22.  He  had  also  a  deposit  at  the  Amei'- 
ican  National  of  $3.55  on  March  16,  1807.  Including  the  above  there  has  been 
received  from  sales  $32.05.  Of  this  sum  there  has  been  expended  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  library  by  check,  as  follows; 


Date. 


IN  FAVOR  OF 


Amt. 


Account  of 


1897 
Jun.  11 


291 
Aug-.  2 
Sep.  30 1 
Oct.     5 

1898 
Jan.  4 
Apr.  5 
Juiy  7 
Oct.  5 
Nov.  29 


Great  Northern  Exp.  Co 

Great  Northern  Exp.  Co 

B.   E.   Calkins   

Louisa  Tliomas   

B.   E.   Calkins   

John  Curtin  

[Helena  District  Tel.   Co 

John   Curtin   

A.  J.    Fisk  

A.   J.    Fisk   

A.   J.    Fisk   

Great  Northern  Exp.  Co 

Total  outlay  

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of 


.$2.90 
60 

10.00 

60 

58 

1.00 

30 

1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
45 

$20.43 
11.62 


Expressage. 

Expressage. 

Dictionary. 

Service. 

History  of  Butte. 

Box    rent. 

Calling-  Tru.stees'  meeting. 

Box  rent. 
Box  rent. 
Box  rent. 
Box  rent. 
Express   on   books. 


SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  It  is  the  custom  in  other  states  to  turn  over  all  reports  published  by 
the  state  to  the  State  Library  to  use  for  exchange,  and  it  should  be  here, 
wc  think. 

2.  A  register  should  be  kept  of  the  visitors  from  abroad,  and  table  and 
chairs  should  be  provided  for  students  or  members  of  literary  clubs  who 
come  to  the  rooms  in  search  of  information  from  the  books  found  only  on 
our  shelves.  There  will  no  doubt  be  a  much  larger  number  of  this  class  ot 
visitors,  as  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  librarian  to  place  an  extended  notice  each 
fortnight  in  the  daily  papers,  of  the  new  books  coming  to  us,  and  their  con- 
t(-nts  noted. 

3.  If  it  meets  your  appioval,  an  effort  will  be  made  by  the  librarian 
during  the  vacation  month  (August)  to  visit  each  county  seat,  and  interview 
the  citziens  upon  matters  of  vital  interest  to  this  institution,  or  rather  to 
their  institution.  Plans  will  be  inaugurated  to  have  local  historical  clubs 
formed,  whose  object  will  be  to  send  data  to  this  office,  suitable  for  volumes 
of  history,  to  appear  in  the  future;  to  secure  relics,  curios,  speci- 
ii.'ents  of  minerals,  flora,  fauna,  etc.,  hy  purchase  or  gift.  The  circles 
will  bring  people  in  touch  with  the  library.  It  may  be  that  membership  fees 
erals,  flora,  fauna,  etc.,  by  purchase  or  gift.  It  may  be  that  membership  fees 
can  be  adopted.  Counties  will  soon  vie  with  each  other  as  to  the  largest 
collection  sent  here,  and  articles  of  beautiful  furniture,  such  as  cases 
for   birds,    minerals   and   relics,    may   be    purchased    by   these   societies,    duf 
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credit  being  given  them  by  the  labels  on  the  articles.  Where  pioneer  asso- 
ciations exist  in  the  county,  the  affairs  will  be  left  with  them,  but  in  the 
absence  of  such  a  society,  a  little  circle  will  be  formed,  if  possible,  and 
great  good  will  come  to  the  cause  from  these  bodies  of  men,  women,  girls 
and  boys.  Reports  from  these  societies  should  be  published  in  the  biennial 
report;  also  mention  of  their  work  in  the  local  papers  as  often  as  they  are 
heard  from.  In  this  way  Mr.  Sanders'  recommendation  may  be  met  and 
complied  with,  without  incurring  any  additional  expense  for  a  person  in  the 
field. 

4.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  complete  file  of  letters  received  has  not  been 
kept,  as  they  become  excellent  documentary  evidence  for  history  in  future 
years.  If  the  board  will  secure  files  your  librarian  will  place  properly  all  of 
past  administrations  that  are  remaining. 

THE  PRESS. 

The  library  is  under  obligations  to  the  press  of  the  state  for  the  copies  of 
dailies  and  weeklies  sent,  of  which  there  are  ninety.  They,  in  turn,  should 
be  thankful  to  us  for  binding  and  preserving  their  files,  so  that  if  their  office 
is  destroyed  by  fire  they  can  come  here  for  matter  of  history  desired  for  their 
columns.  It  would  seem  a  prudent  thing  to  consider  the  advisability  of  lim- 
iting the  number  to  be  bound,  however.  Other  states  select  certain  papers, 
perhaps  two  from  each  county,  or  the  leading  papers  of  each  city;  it  resolves 
itself  into  a  sort  of  "survival  of  the  fittest.  Some  Oi,  these  papers  are  so 
short-lived  as  to  scarcely  be  worth  the  expense  of  binding  and  preserving. 
The  board  should  look  over  these  papers  before  being  sent  to  the  binder  and 
make  selections  from  them. 

You  will  observe  by  reference  to  the  expense  account  of  '97  that  the 
binding  of  the  papers  cost  a  good  deal  more  than  half  of  the  annual  appro- 
priation. 

INSURANCE. 
The  librarians  have  referred  from  time  to  time  to  the  matter  of  insurance. 
This  seems  a  wise  suggestion,  as  the  books  and  papers  are  of  great  value; 
manj  of  them  cannot  be  replaced  at  any  cost.  At  least  $10,000  should  be  car- 
ried for  we  are  not  paying  rent,  fuel  nor  light  bills,  owing  to  the  generosity 
of  the  Lewis  and  Clarke  County  Commissioners.  It  therefore  seems  that  the 
state  can  well  afford  to  carry  insurance. 

NEW  QUARTERS. 
It  Avould  seem  that  now  is  the  proper  time  to  look  over  the  plans  of  the 
new  room  and  make  suggestion  as  to  changes,  if  any  are  needed.  The  floor 
space  is  about  what  we  now  occupy;  surely  additional  space  will  be  needed 
very  soon  after  moving  in,  if  the  library  and  museum  grow,  as  it  has  every 
evidence  of  doing  to-day.  The  arrangement  of  the  glass  partitions  should  be 
looked  after.  It  will  be  necessary  to  plan  the  room  so  that  the  librarian 
may  have  an  oversight  of  the  whole  of  it  at  a  glance.  A  committee  chosen 
for  the  purpose,  or  a  visit  from  the  entire  board  to  the  architect's  office,  will 


STATE   LIBRARIAN.  23 

enable  you  to  decide  to  yoiu*  own  satisfaction  of  the  merits  of  the  quarter,s 
assigned  the  institution  of  which  j-^ou  have  charge. 

COURTESIES. 
For  valuable  instruction  and  helpful  books,  your  librarian  is  under  great 
obligations  to  Mr.  Frank  Patten,  of  the  Helena  City  Library.  His  counsel 
find  excellent  suggestions  as  to  the  management  of  the  library,  the  arrange- 
mrnt  of  its  interior,  methods  of  keeping  books,  etc.,  are  certainly  fully 
appreciated  by  her,  and  gratefully  acknowledged.  She  has  also  received 
courtesies  from  Mr.  John  F.  Davies,  of  Butte  Library,  in  kind  letters  and 
donations  of  books  and  pamphlets,  for  which  she  is  thankful. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

LAURA   E.    HOWEY, 

Librarian. 


